
2009-2011 STATE BUDGET TIMELINE
The state budget process moves forward like 
a clock, starting with the Governor’s budget 
address in February and ending with the 
Governor signing the budget bill in June*.

* This timeline may vary
   Rosemary Potter
   University of Wisconsin Colleges and UW-Extension

February
GOVERNOR 
• gives his budget address

June-July
GOVERNOR 
• May veto and 

sign budget

February - May
JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE 
(JFC)
• Reviews Governor’s budget

• Holds public hearings 
throughout state

• Makes changes to 
Governor’s budget

• Sends JFC budget to 
State Assembly

June
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
• Develops compromise 

budget 

• Sends conference report to 
Assembly and Senate. No 
amendments are possible

• Once passed, by both 
houses, conference bill is 
sent to the Governor

May - June
STATE ASSEMBLY
• Reviews JFC’s budget  

• Discusses budget in 
Democratic and Republican 
Caucuses

• Produces document that is 
voted by the Assembly

• Sends Assembly budget to 
State Senate

May - June
STATE SENATE
• Reviews Assembly budget 

• Discusses budget in 
Democratic and Republican 
Caucuses

• Produces document that is 
voted by the State Senate

• If different than State 
Assembly version, it goes to 
Conference Committee
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